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JOIN THE CIVIC SOCIETY

• Individual Annual Membership £12.50
or by standing order £10.00

• Household Annual Membership £17.50
or by standing order £15.00

• Corporate Annual Membership £300.00
or by standing order £250.00

• Concessions (Fulltime students / unemployed) £7.50

Application for membership

I/We would like to become member(s) of Manchester Civic Society
and agree to abide by its constitution and rules.

PLEASE TICK AND COMPLETE ON BOTH SIDES THE RELEVANT SECTIONS.

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Fax:

E-mail:

I would like to help with:

Occupation/special interests:

Signature(s): Date:

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE ARE...AND HOW TO JOIN US...

• To foster a keen sense of pride in Manchester and its people

• To inform people about the history of Manchester and its
buildings, how it has come to be as it is and how it could
change and develop in the future

• To promote, through publications and public debate, a
greater interest in Manchester, the challenges it faces and
the opportunities it can grasp

• To keep watch over the city as it changes, identifying and
praising what is good, challenging and seeking to improve
what is not good enough

• To promote the architectural tradition and heritage of
Manchester, to conserve the best of the past and promote
only the best in the future

• To help promote Manchester as an aspiring world class city
in the new millennium

MANCHESTER CIVIC SOCIETY:
ITS PURPOSE AND VISION

THE EDITORIAL OFFICE AND ADDRESS FOR ALL OTHER
CIVIC SOCIETY CORRESPONDENCE

Manchester Civic Society, P.O. Box 436, Manchester M60 2AJ

TEL: 0161 236 0051  FAX: 0161 228 3442

E-MAIL: info@manchestercivic.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1050663

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS

YEARLY CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP COSTS FROM £250
Further information from the Corporate Members’ Secretary

• Your company name and logo in each issue of
Manchester Forum 4 times a year (15,000 copies and
a readership of 60,000)

• The opportunity to contribute to Manchester Forum

• A discount of 15% on advertising in Manchester Forum

• Special networking lunches for corporate members

• A sounding board for development proposals before
planning applications

• The potential for prominent participation in major events

• A varied social programme

• A dedicated Corporate Members’ Secretary

• Involvement in debate on the city’s future

• A source of information on developments in the city

• Supporting an organisation committed to the improvement
of the environment in which your business operates

• The opportunity to serve the community through the
work of the Society

• A link from our web site to yours

✂

I/We wish to pay by standing order and I have filled in form on the reverse side

I/We enclose a cheque payable to Manchester Civic Society for £_______

• The opportunity to join with like minded people who care
about Manchester

• Four issues of the Manchester Forum mailed to your own
address each year

• Monthly activities including some ‘members only’ events

• The chance to find out what is happening, join the debate
and influence others on the future of Manchester

BENEFITS OF CIVIC SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP

Keep up to date with Manchester Civic Society web site
www.manchestercivic.org.uk

I wish Manchester Civic Society to treat all my membership subscriptions and all donations and
subscriptions I make until further notice as Gift Aid donations. I know that I must pay an amount of
income or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax the charity reclaims on my donations in the tax year.
If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self-Assessment tax return.

NEWS DESK NEWS DESK

HOW TO LOSE 25,000 PEOPLE
More than 25,700 people in Manchester ‘did not exist’ as far as
the last census was concerned. It seems 14,000 addresses were
not included in the census count. In fact, the city tops the UK
league for discrepancies between the 2001 census and address
lists, says the Office for National Statistics – something the council
had been saying all along. One immediate result was an extra
£7.5 million in government grants – with more to come next
year - based on the new figure. It means that Manchester’s
population in 2002 was 422,300.

Source: Office for National Statistics

WEATHER EYE ON CONSTRUCTION
A new Met Office service for the construction industry will tell
workers what the weather will be like specifically for their local
area for the coming five days. Called MetBuild, it’s designed to
help the building and construction industries to plan schedules
of work and reduce downtime – and save time and money.
Customers can choose up to six different weather elements in
their individual forecasts.

Source: The Met Office

NEW LOOK FOR MUSIC CENTRE
Manchester’s famous Band on the Wall in Swan Street faces a
confident future thanks to a £4.5 million scheme that puts it at
the centre of an exciting new development. Opened in 1975 in
an old Smithfield Market pub, it has hosted many international
jazz and reggae superstars over the years, and will now get a
complete makeover. And it will also take over two adjacent but
unoccupied Victorian buildings for facilities such as recording studio,
a computer suite for composing music, CD and video production,
and a performance area for 500 fans - twice as many as at present.
Up to 150 students could use the complex at one time.

Source: Manchester Evening News

NEWS DESK

RADICAL PLANNING REFORMS
A radical approach to delivering affordable homes, health centres
and transport services through the planning system was proposed
in November. Currently local authorities negotiate section 106
agreements with developers who agree to add social facilities
to a scheme, but this can be lengthy and costly and hold up
development. Under the new proposals developers can sidestep
negotiations by paying an optional charge that the authority itself
can spend on community facilities.

Source: ODPM

SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has set
up a Sustainable Buildings Task Group to pinpoint ways in which
industry and government can promote sustainable development
through better environmental performance in new and existing
buildings, and significantly improve performance in key areas
including water, energy, waste and building materials such as timber.
The group of builders, developers, planners and environmental
advisers will look at incentives for innovation and how the planning
system can help to spread best practice.

Source: DEFRA

ACCESSIBLE PLAY SPACES
Ways of making Britain’s play areas more accessible for disabled
children are contained in a new good practice guide. Targeting a
wide range of people from planners to play space providers,
it draws on case studies from across the country to show how
it can and should be done. These demonstrate how play spaces
can be improved for disabled children through relatively simple
changes such as mending uneven surfaces, widening narrow
gates or re-positioning play equipment – and of course asking
what the children themselves want. It will appear on the
website www.odpm.gov.uk

Source: ODPM

HEDGING THEIR BETS
Since a private member’s bill on the problem of high hedges was
blocked in the Commons the government has been seeking ways
to get legislation on the statute books. Now they propose an
amendment to the Anti-Social Behaviour Bill that will give local
authorities the power to intervene in high hedge disputes which
neighbours cannot resolve. Says regeneration minister Yvette
Cooper: “Growing a high hedge that blocks out a neighbour’s
light and makes their lives a misery is just as much anti-social
behaviour as graffiti and noisy neighbours, and it isn’t fair on
those who suffer as a result.”

Source: ODPM

PLANNING COMMENTS WANTED
From summer 2004 local authorities will have to prepare Local
Development Frameworks for the future of their areas, and identify
where future development will occur. Two draft guides on how
these are prepared and how people can get involved were
launched in November for consultation. Guide to Procedures
explains how the new system will work, while Creating Local
Development Frameworks is for local and authorities and others
actually involved in creating them. Comments are wanted by
16 January. To view the documents go to www.odpm.gov.uk

Source: ODPM

NOT AN ENVIABLE REPUTATION
Less than a mile from the glitz and glamour of Manchester city
centre is a site voted ‘Britain’s worst waste of space’. The over-
grown site of the former Ascension CofE Primary School in
Lower Broughton, Salford, tops a national league of eyesores and
unused land, drawn up by CABE Space. It’s the dumping ground
for burnt-out cars and fly-tippers and is choked by weeds. Local
people are not surprised at this ‘accolade’ but they’re now
looking forward to the local council doing something about it.  

Source: Manchester Evening News

Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation or subscription worth more. For every pound
you give us, we get an extra 28 pence from the Inland Revenue. Tick the box, it’s that simple.

I/We wish to make a gift of £_______ Legacy (please forward
further information)


